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TAGS: MASS, YO, ET, US 

SUBJECT: PRESENCE OP M-47 TANKS IN ETHIOPIA 

1 . WE HAVE CONFIRMED THAT A NUMBER (AS MANY AS 70) M-47 
TANKS HAVE SHOWN UP IN ETHIOPIA. OUR BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 
CONCERNING MILITARY ASSISTANCE OR SALES REQUIRE THAT THE 
US GIVE PRIOR CONSENT TO ANY TRANSPERS OP US MILITARY 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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EQUIPMENT PROVIDED UNDER SUCH AGREEMENTS. WE HAVE GIVEN 
NO CONSENT TO ANY TRANSPER OF M-47'S TO ETHIOPIA AND BY 
LAW, THIS VIOLATION WILL HAVE TO BE REPORTED TO CONGRESS. 

WE WILL INPORM RELEVANT COMMITTEE HEADS ON A CLASSIFIED 
BASIS AND HOPE THAT TRANSPER DOES NOT BECOME PUBLIC KNOWL- 
EDGE. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


2. NO M-47 TANKS WERE EVER PROVIDED ETHIOPIA BY US. M-47 
IS A KOREAN WAR VINTAGE PATTON TANK, GASOLINE RATHER 
THAN DIESEL POWERED, AND WITH RANGE BETWEEN ONE-HALF AND 
ONE-THIRD THAT OF-MORE MODERN TANKS. 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE U.S. TANKS COULD CON- 
FUSE THE SOMALIS, SUDANESE, SAUDIS AND ERITREANS ABOUT OUR 
INTENTIONS. BELIEF THAT WE HAVE APPROVED THIS TRANSFER 
COULD ALSO ENCOURAGE OTHER COUNTRIES POSSESSING US ARMS 
TO ASSUME INCORRECTLY THAT AGREEMENT TO SUCH TRANSFERS IS 

LIGHTLY GIVEN OR THAT REQUIREMENT FOR PRIOR US CONSENT 
CAN BE IGNORED WITHOUT CONSEQUENCE. 

3. IF HOST GOVERNMENT SHOULD RAISE QUESTION OF PRESENCE 
OF M-47'S IN ETHIOPIA, YOU MAY CONFIRM FACT AND SAY THAT 
SHIPMENTS WERE MADE WITHOUT OUR CONSENT. YOU SHOULD ADD 
THAT WE CONSIDER THIS TO BE A BREACH OF OUR UNDERSTANDING 
WE HAVE WITH ALL RECIPIENTS OF US MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

OR SALES, THAT MATTER IS OF CONCERN AT HIGHEST LEVELS IN 
USG, AND THAT WE ARE TAKING STEPS TO SEE THAT THERE IS NO 
REPETITION OF THIS INCIDENT. 

4. DEPARTMENT DOES NOT RPT NOT WISH TO ENCOURAGE PROBING 
OR SPECULATION REGARDING SOURCE OF TANKS. VANCE 
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